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1988 June 30

121th L ist of Minima of Eclipsing Binaries

The following table lists 15 photoelectric (underlined) and 298 visual
heliocentric minima of eclipsing binaries obtained primarily from
March to June 1988 by the following observers:

EBI Ernst Blattler, Wald, Switzerland .

GB Guy Boistel, Sautron, France

RD Roger Dietheim, Rodersdorf, Switzeriand
RG Robert Germann, Wald, Switzerland

MKo Michael Kohl, Uster, Switzerland

KL Kurt Locher, Grut, Switzerland

GM George Mavrofridis, Nikea, Greece

MM Marcel Meyer, Uster, Switzerland

APs Anton Paschke, Ruti, Switzeriland

HP Hermann Peter, Otelfingen, Switzeriand
TS Thomas Schildknecht, Bargen, Switzeriand

AWe Andreas Weymann, Wetzikon, Switzerland
Mwu Markus Wuest, Uster, Switzerland
JZ Jurgen Zarske, Baretswil, Switzerland

The O-C values generally refer to the linear elements of the GCVS
1985, with the remarked exceptions. For the reduction of the visual
minima, the tracing paper method was employed, while the
photoelectric data were reduced with the Kwee-van Woerden algorithm,
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Note on the period of BF Draconis

The 121%1ist of minima of eclipsing binaries published by the BBSAG in
this issue of the BBSAG Bulletins contains a photoelectrically observed
minimum of the neglected variable BF Draconis (JD 47276.3948). Over a
timespan of about four hours, a fading and subsequent brightening of
0.2 magnitude could be observed, in accordance with the photographic
lightcurve of Strohmeier et al. (Bamb. Ver. 5. No. 16, 1963). Exactly S
periods later (5%5.60545 = 28.02725 days), the determination of
another minimum was attempted with the same equipement in
acceptable observing conditions on JD 47304. This time, no variation
exceeding the observational errors could be detected We must
therefore conclude, that the period given in the GCVS based on the work
of Strohmeier et al. must be incorrect.

R. Diethelm

Comment on the use of BBSAG observations by Srivastava

N2 recent series ¢f papers appearing In the "Astrophyzics and Sozos
Science” journal, RooK. Srivastava made extensive uUse of BETAS
cbservations in order to determine the period behaviour of @ numbs- of
eclipeing binaries (e, g EE Agr, BZ Eri, 1Z Per, VZ Hya) We feel that o
data have been used in 2 way we ¢can not approve, and the rez.-:
reported in these papers deo not conform with our view. Anyhol, who
has cbeerved eclipsing binaries visually knows that the errars invel, sz
In the timing of minima depend on a number of different factors, suck
S peried and amplitude of the star, positioning and availability of
suitable comparison stars, meteorological conditions and experience of
the observer. When wusing visual timings of minima, tre:
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circumstances have to be evaluated It 15 absolutely
visual timings are affected by errors in excess of =
depending on the situation as mentioned above. Qur data, applied t &
four stars given above, can only prove that their periods have not
changed appreciably over the time span ceovered by Srivastava:
investigations. We feel that the careless use of visual data ac
demonstrated by Srivastava may discredit the visual observer and the
true value of these observations tend to be overshadowed by this kind
of wort
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T Z Capricorni misclassified as eclipsing

This star is classified as EB with uncertainty sign (:) in the
1985 issue of the GCVS, based on a manuscript from 1937 by G. P.
ZAKHAROV. My examination of it on 7 photovisual minor planet
patrol exposures by P.WILD and T.SCHILDKNECHT and a brief subse-
quent visual survey have roughly confirmed the GCVS amplitude of
1.8 p, but not the period and type :

Exposures (4) and (5) in Table 17 are exactly 4 GCVS periods
of 1.99743 days apart, but differ in magnitude by almost the
entire amplitude. A further glance at this table shows that the
star is more frequently faint than bright, which is hardly con-
sistent with its classification as eclipsing, despite this some-
what poor statistics. RRa pulsations, however, are pretty prob-
able.

Table 17 compiles all exposure examinations and visual observa-
tions.
K.Locher

Table 17
brightness compared
to *SHAJON's star'b"
Julian date .
much much
less less
above = below
photovisual Wild+Schildknecht(1) 44821.42 *
(2) 44821.49 *
(3) 44822.49 *
(4) 44869.35 *
(5) 44877.33 *
(6) 44878.31 *
(7) 46287.43 *
visual Locher (8) 47322.51 *
(9) 47322.52 *
(10) 47322.56 *
(11) 47322.57 *
(12) 47330.51 *
(13) 47331.50 *
(14) 47336.50 *
(15) 47337.51 *
(16) 47337.55 _ *

* P.SHAJN P.Z2. 4, 90 (1933)
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To help observers identify stars at minimum light near 15th mag-
nitude, we sporadically give amply magnified sections of the Pal-
omar Blue Sky Survey, with north at top and scale 18mm/’' K.Locher
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